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ABSTRACT 



This is the eighth edition of "Snapshot, n providing 
information about students, student performance, staffing, and financing in 
Texas public school districts. This annual summary is a source of information 
for anyone interested in the Texas public education system. The publication 
begins with statistical highlights that provide an overview of education at 
the state level. This narrative is followed by a listing that shows 87 
different items of information for each of the more than 1,000 school 
districts in the ctr.te. The state-level section, "Statistical w-i.rrblicrhts , " 
discusses the broad areas of administrative units, students, student 
performance, staff, and finances. The "Detailed Statistics" section provides 
extensive information on the same broad areas for each district. The 87 data 
items are summarized for groups of school districts and individual district 
values for all data items are listed. School-level data are not included. 

Five appendixes define the data items, list data sources, provide a 
bibliography, present endnotes, and list districts alphabetically. (Contains 
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17. Where did you learn about Snapshot ? 

School District 

Board Member 
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groups on both were similar to those for reading, Two hundred fifty-five schools were rated Exem- sions testing. Of the class of 1994, over 97,000 

writing, and mathematics. For details on the results plary. This is almost four times the number rated students took either the Scholastic Aptitude Test 

ofthese assessments, as well as for the end-of-course Exemplary in 1994. The number of Low -Perform- (SAT) of the College Board’s Admissions Testing 

examination in Biology I, see Tbxas Assessment of ing schools increased as well, from 53 in 1994 to Program, or the ACT component of the American 

Academic Skills: Student Performance Results, 268 in 1995, primarily because more rigorous ac- College Testing Program, or both tests. 
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in junior high schools; 11.4 years. Districts with in Texas (71.1 percent) hold a bachelor’s degree. Prior to taking the ExCET, students seeking to 

greater enrollment growth have less experienced An additional 27.9 percent have earned master’s enter an approved teacher preparation program, 

teachers, indicating new, rather than experienced, or doctoral degrees. The less than one percent of including the ACP, in a Texas public college or uni- 
teachers are more often hired to meet the increase teachers reported as having no degree are com- versity must pass the Texas Academic Skills Pro- 
in demand. posed of certain career and technology education gram (TASP) Test, which assesses basic skills in 
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preceding school year. Money from the payment tribution of state aid to school districts is gov- tier. The share for each depends on the property 

of credits is deposited for use in financing the emed by three basic components: the Available tax base of the school district. Beginning in 

FSP. Thirty-seven districts chose this option School Fund (ASF); tier 1 state aid; and, the guar- 1993-94, districts wishing to participate in the 

in 1994-95. anteed yield program (tier 2). FSP were required to levy a property tax of $0.86 

4) Education of Students in Other Districts , a per $100 of valuation, an increase of $.04 above 




8 

i 

* 



m 

ft 



t 

2 



«c 



co 



i 




S1HOI1HOIH 1V3I1SIIV1S 



wealthier districts fund their operations with a more than $2.00, but only for the purpose of issu- In 1994-95, a district was allowed to set a tax 

greater percentage of local funds. ing new debt. The legislature has made signifi- rate that would generate the same amount of total 

cant changes in tax rate limitations for the 1995- revenue per weighted student as was generated 
Exhibit 19 illustrates the relationship between 96 school year. the prior year. That rate, plus $0.06, became the 
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funds are reported by districts involved in coop- lem, any amounts budgeted in fund group 800, district debt was estimated to be approximately 

eratives and capital projects. fiduciary fund types, have been excluded from $9.3 billion, compared to $5.7 billion 10 years ago. 

the District Detail figures presented in this docu- 

COOPERATIVES ment. Total revenues and expenditures reported During the past four years, school districts have 

Some districts participate in cooperative arrange- in fund group 800 are approximately $101.9 mil- been spending approximately $1.2 billion annually 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. T" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 
"?" indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. ,, 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 

"?" indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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“M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 

“V indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent, 
indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent 
indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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“M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 
"?" indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. "F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 

'?' indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. T" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 

"?" indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. T" indicates that it is the fiscal agent. 

"?" indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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"M" indicates that the district is a member of a special education cooperative. “F" indicates that it is the fiscal agent, 
indicates that data for this item fall outside a reasonable range. 
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% HISPANIC: Percentage of total students re- in another special program such as special for a district because only lower grades are 

ported as Hispanic. (Source: PEIMS, 110) education or career and technology. (Source: offered, then an “n/a” is printed. “LT5” will ap- 

PEIMS, 110) pear in cases where there were fewer than five 

% WHITE: Percentage of total students reported 7-12th graders, to protect the students’ ano- 

as white. (Source: PEIMS , 110) 13. % CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION: nymity. (Source: PEIMS , 201 , 400) 
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1995, reading was administered to students have been excluded. “LT5” will appear in cases Pacific Islander and Native American students 

in grades 3 through 8 and 10. (Source: TAAS) where fewer than five students were tested, to tested on at least one examination. Special 

protect the students’ anonymity. If no students education students and their scores have been 

% PASSING WRITING: For all grades, the num- were tested, an “n/a” is printed. (Source: TAAS) excluded. “LT5” will appear in cases where 

ber of students who passed writing, expressed fewer than five students were tested, to pro- 
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or above the criterion score (1000 on the SAT Composite scores for the ACT range from 1 to tal staff FTEs. Central office administrators 

or 24 on the ACT) expressed as a percent of 36. Composite scores include only the most re- include superintendents, assistant superin- 

all graduates. Note that the count of gradu- cent scores received by graduates during ei- tendents, business managers, tax assessor- 

ates in the denominator does not include ther their junior or senior years. Scores are collectors, and directors of personnel, as well 

special education graduates. (Source: SAT / reported for 12th graders who expected to as instructional officers and athletic directors, 
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as a percent of total staff FTEs. Educational only; any supplements are excluded. (Source: school district or in another state. (Source: 

aides perform routine classroom tasks under PEIMS, 060) PEIMS, 040) 

the general supervision of a certified teacher 

or teaching team. Interpreters translate for 43. % MINORITY: The FTE count of all personnel 48. AVERAGE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: A weighted 
students who are deaf or hearing-impaired. reported as non-white expressed as a percent average obtained by multiplying each teacher’s 
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54. % OTHER: The FTE count of teachers reported talented education instruction, students in 64. TOTAL REVENUE: Budgeted revenue from all 

as Asian/Pacific Islander or Native American honors classes, and students served in migrant local, state, and federal sources, except for re- 
expressed as a percent of total teacher FTEs. programs, expressed as a percent of total teach- ceipts from the sale of bonds and other revenues 

(Source: PEIMS, 040) er FTEs. On average, 99 percent of this category budgeted in fund 600, the capital projects fund. 

consists of teachers serving gifted and talented See Exhibit C in the Endnotes for a technical 
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69. FUND BALANCE (END OF 1993-94): For each dis- istrative expenditures in the district. Central debt service expenditures; and ancillary services 

trict, the amount of unencumbered surplus administrative expenditures include expendi- expenditures. See Exhibit C in the Endnotes 

fund balance that existed at the end of the 1993- tures for the general administration of the for a technical description of this item. ( Source : 

94 school year. In most districts, this amount is district, the development of personnel and PEIMS, 030) 

equivalent to the fund balance at the beginning curriculum, and data processing services. See 
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See Exhibit C in the Endnotes for a technical 85. % BILINGUAL/ESL EDUCATION: Expenditures percent of total instructional expenditures. See 

description of this item. (Source: PEIMS, 030) budgeted for the bilingual education and ESL Exhibit C in the Endnotes for a technical de- 
programs expressed as a percent of total in- scription of this item. (Source: PEIMS , 030) 

84. % COMPENSATORY EDUCATION: Expenditures struetional expenditures. See Exhibit C in the 

budgeted for the compensatory education pro- Endnotes for a technical description of this item. 87. % Gl FTED AN D TALENTED EDUCATION: Expen- 
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FINANCIAL AUDIT REPORT: TEA data files created at that time was for the entire 1994-95 school 090: RESPONSIBILITIES: The duties performed 

from reports submitted to the TEA by auditors year. All record types described below were re- by each professional employee. Districts report 

hired by local districts. The December 1994 re- ceived in submission 1 of school year 1994-95 with each class schedule for the employees who 

ports used in this edition reflect district audited the exception of record type 400, which is from are teachers. Items 32~38 , 45, 50, 55~60; 

financial data from the 1993-94 school year. In submission 3 of school year 1993-94. For more Exhibits 15, 28. 
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SAT/ ACT FILE* With permission from public school later in the calendar year. Thus, with this publi- TAA$: The Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 

districts, a file was created by the TEA from Scho- cation schedule, the test scores in this document test results for reading, writing, and mathematics 

lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores released by the are for 1993-94 graduating seniors. Items 27~30; summed across grades 3 through 8 and 10 from 

College Board’s Admissions Testing Program and Exhibits 13, 14. the spring 1995 test administration. The perfor- 

from ACT scores released by the American Col- mance of students who were not enrolled in the 
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26 Communication and Dissemination; FULL-TIME EQUIVALENTS: All staff counts are mined by state formulas, that is assigned to the 

31 Guidance and Counseling Services; shown in terms of full-time equivalents (FTEs), a district to raise. In 1994-95, districts wishing to 

32 Social Work Services; measure of the extent to which a person occupies participate in the FSP were required to levy a 

33 Health Services; a full-time position. For example, a teacher working property tax of $0.86. While the tax rate for the 

34 Pupil Transportation; a full day for the entire school year represents LFA is fixed for all districts, the dollar amount 
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